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Principal News 
 

Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Welcome to Term 3! I hope you all had 
a wonderful time with family and friends 
over the Tet break enjoying all of the 
Tet festivities. We are already back into 
full swing of academic learning,  
excursions and extracurricular activities 
taking place. 
 
Thank you to all of the parents that attended Parent Teacher  
Interviews on the 14th and 15th of February. It is always pleasing 
to see so many parents attending and receiving very important 
information on their child’s progress and what can be done at 
home to support your child. If you have not yet collected your 
child’s Semester 1 Report, please contact our office staff. If you 
were unable to attend Parent Teacher Interviews but would still 
like to speak to your child’s teachers, please also contact the 
school to make arrangements.  
 
Cross County 
 
On the last day of Term 2, we held our annual Cross Country at 
Le Parc in Gamuda City. Our students enjoyed the scenic 3km 
run with perfect weather for running. I am very pleased to  
announce that the winning House this year was the Black  
Phoenix on 348 points defeating the Red Dragons on 325 and the 
Golden Aakor on 251 points. Well done to the Black Phoenix! 
 
Deputy Principal Appointment 
 
I am pleased to announce that Mr. Timothy Bikowski has been 

promoted to the position of Deputy Principal. Mr. Timothy 

Bikowski previously held the position of Head of Studies. 

 

At Singapore International School we seek to  
nurtue students who are: 

 Academic Achievers 

 Confident Communicators 

 Critical Thinkers 

 Technologically literate students 

 Active and Responsible citizens 
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Chess Competition 
 
It is always a pleasure to share with our school community the 
personal success of our students. Nguyen Thanh Duy from 7LB 
won third place in the recently concluded Chess Championship 
Competition in Hanoi were he competed against hundreds of  
participants all over Hanoi. Congratulations Thanh Duy! 
 
Regards, 
Shane Blood 
Principal  

 
Message from Deputy Principal 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
With Parent Teacher Interviews over and 
the start of the 3rd term we all know that 
our end goal is for our students to make 
improvements where needed, great test 
results and continued academic success 
now and in the future. Our students re-
ceive a lot of homework and homework is 
important for students to learn not only the lesson at hand, but the 
academic and personal responsibility.  However, sometimes, as 
we all know, students have a hard time being responsible with 
their homework or even doing it. Sometimes the reason for this is 
that they have not established a great learning space or learning 
routine. 
 
So here are some homework tips that can help improve the  
learning environment at home: 
 
Set up a homework-friendly area. Make sure kids have a well-lit 
place to complete homework. Have them do their homework in 
the family room or kitchen. Keep supplies — paper, pencils, glue, 
scissors — within reach. 
 
Schedule a regular family study time. Some kids work best in 
the afternoon, following a snack and play period; others may  
prefer to wait until after dinner. When it is homework time, if  
possible parents should read the newspaper in the homework 
friendly area.  
 
Help them make a plan. On heavy homework nights or when 
there's an especially hefty assignment to tackle, encourage your 
child to break up the work into manageable chunks. Create a 
work schedule for the night if necessary — and take time for a  
15-minute break every hour, if possible. 
 
Keep distractions to a minimum. This means no TV, loud  
music, or phone calls. (Occasionally, though, a phone call to a 
classmate about an assignment can be helpful.) 
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Make sure kids do their own work. They won't learn if they don't 
think for themselves and make their own mistakes. Parents can 
make suggestions and help with directions. But it's a kid's job to do 
the learning. 
 
Be a motivator and monitor. Ask about assignments, quizzes, 
and tests. Give encouragement, check completed homework, and 
make yourself available for questions and concerns. 
 
Set a good example. Do your kids ever see you diligently  
balancing your budget or reading a book? Kids are more likely to 
follow their parents' examples than their advice. 
 
Praise their work and efforts. Post an aced test or art project on 
the refrigerator. Mention academic achievements to relatives. 
 
I hope that these tips might be useful for you and increase your 
student’s achievement. 
 
Sincerely, 
Timothy Bryan Bikwoski 
Deputy Principal  
 

Message from Head of Vietnamese 

  
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
The year of Rooster has come and we are  
already 3 weeks into Term 3 of the second 
Semester! 
 
SVIS Management are glad to see that after 
the Term 2 and Tet break, students came 
back to school in full swing ready for learning. 
The Parent Teacher Interviews were a big 
success. The Management listened and took 
into consideration the constructive suggestions from parents for 
possible ways to improve our educating environment. 
 
With the intention of reinforcing polite and cultured lifestyles for our 
students, SVIS Management held an assembly on soft skills for 
secondary students in period 1-2 of week 3, February 2017.  
Students could see appropriate and inappropriate behavior of 
other students in our school then discussed and analyzed the 
situation to develop solutions to problems. The Management  
provided conclusions and assigned duties for students with the 
support and supervision of subject teachers and form teachers. 
 
With the spirit of Spring, with the eagerness to learn of students 
and with the support from parents and our school, we believe that 
the academic journey and conduct result of our students will be 
better in Term 3 and 4. 
 
Once again, we wish you a new year of good health, happiness 
and success! 
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I am happy to share with you at: 
nghi.duongthanh@gamudagardens.sis.edu.vn 
 
Regards,  
Duong Thanh Nghi 
Head of Vietnamese 

 

Message from Head of Studies (Primary) 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Term 3 is certainly off to a flying start. It is 
great to see so many excited young  
learners enjoying their time at school here 
at SIS Gamuda Gardens. 
 
At the Primary School Assembly for our 
younger children every fortnight, students 
are awarded Certificates for special 
achievements. As parents, you are  
encouraged to help children celebrate these school awards and 
highlight the importance of gaining recognition for achievement 
that comes with a Certificate at Assembly. By talking to your child 
about what a Certificate means and why recognition is an  
important part of success, you assist in building his/her confidence 
and self-esteem.  
 
The school is currently consolidating curriculum and programs for 

WASC and as part of the ongoing process, Schoolwide Learner 

Goals (SLGs) are forming an important focus area. Primary School 

students are learning the five SLGs through a song to help them 

become familiar with essential concepts of the SLGs. As parents, 

you should encourage children to sing the SLG song at home and 

discuss what each of the five SLGs stands for and what the  

associated “words” in the song mean. 

A growing interest in our school has emerged with Year 1A’s Mr. 
Will and his introduction of 3D printing as an Extra Curricular Club 
on Monday afternoons. Mr. Will is teaching students how to use 
3D printing and his club is proving to be an exciting new dimension 
to the school-wide curriculum. We should soon have some 3D 
printed items produced by our student club members for public  
display. 
 
Already we are well into a productive and engaging term 3. We 
look forward to your support and interest in all our school activities. 
Please never hesitate to contact us if you need information or  
advice about your child’s education or instructional programs at 
SIS. We are here to help in any way we can. 
 
Regards, 
Dr. Noel 
Primary School Years 1- 5 Head of Studies 
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Message from Head of Studies (Secondary) 
 
Dear Students and Parents, 
 
As the second semester begins it has 
been fantastic to see many of our After 
School Activities programs continue to 
thrive and grow. In particular, it has 
been excellent to observe the growth 
and improvements of our Senior and 
Junior football teams recently as both 
these teams and their coaches have 
been working hard in training and representing the school  
admirably in games. 
 
Evidence of the strides our teams have made was on display on 
Thursday, February 21 as both teams traveled to the International 
School of Vietnam with coaches Matt Phillips, Yoann Labrue and 
Sean Stokes. In the first match, the Senior Team won 2-0 with Lee 
Jun of IGCSE 1A and Nguyen Tien Hung of IGCSE 1C both  
scoring goals and the defense holding strong throughout the 
match.  In the second game, our Junior team were defeated 2-1 
but showed great heart in taking on the older ISV side and only 
narrowly losing in the last minutes of the game. 
 
With more matches on the horizon for both the SIS Football Club 
and Gaelic Football club Term 3 promises to be exciting one for 
our young athletes. During this time, we as educators and coaches 
at school will look to continue to support our students in athletics 
as they represent with skill, heart and sportsmanship. 
 
Regards, 
John Shoulders  
Head of Studies (Secondary) 
 
Message from Head of Studies (High School) 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
This term is a milestone for many of our 
exam-year students as they have now  
begun completing their IGCSE and AS/A 
Level coursework. 
 
In order to prepare your son/daughter for 
their Cambridge exams we will be hosting 
Mock Exams from February 27th. These 
exams are the same standard and given 
under the same conditions as the real exam. 
 
This is designed to offer the students a practice run of all the exam 
papers they will take in May/June. It gives the students the  
opportunity to see how they would currently score on the real 
exam and to help highlight any problems areas on which they 
should concentrate their study. 
 
 

SINGAPORE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 

@ GAMUDA GẢDENS 
 October  2015 

 

     www.kinderworld.net 

 

 

Address: Dilmah Building, Duy Tan Street 
               Dich Vong Hau Ward, Cau Giay -Ha Noi 
Tel:         (844) 3795 1036 - Fax: (844) 3795 1037 
Email:     enquiry@caugiay.sis.edu.vn 

Page 5 of 6 

 

 

 

SINGAPORE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 

@ GAMUDA GARDENS 
   February 2017 

     www.kinderworld.net 

 

 

Gamuda Gardens 2 Road, Gamuda Gardens, Km 4.4 
Phap Van, Hoang Mai District, Hanoi City 
Tel: (84-4) 62620624   

    http://gamudagardens.sis.edu.vn 

 

 

Gamuda Gardens 2 Road, Gamuda Gardens, Km 4.4 
Phap Van, Hoang Mai District, Hanoi City 
Tel: (84-4) 66661818  
Fax: (84-4) 62620639 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

Students running during the Cross Country 

Parent Teacher Interviews 



 6 

  

All the teachers of IGCSE and AS/A Level were available at our 
recent Parent Teacher Interviews to discuss your child’s progress 
and offer subject specific advice to you. Should you have any 
pressing concerns that you wish to raise with a teacher please 
contact them directly.  Your role as caring parents is invaluable as 
we assist our students in reaching their full potential. 
 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at louise.ellis@gamudagardens.sis.edu.vn  
 
Kind Regards, 

Louise Ellis 
Head of Studies (High School) 
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