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Principal News 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
With term 3 already half over it is that time 
of the year where our Cambridge IGCSE 
2 and AS/A Level students start to  
commence their final examinations.  
Cambridge IGCSE 2 students have  
already commenced their English Oral 
Examinations and their next examination 
will be on April 6 which is a public holiday 
for King Hung Anniversary. Cambridge Examination Timetables have 
already been sent home to parents, so please go over the dates with 
your child and keep reminding them about the importance of  
studying and assist them to get into a good study routine. If you did 
not receive a copy of your child’s Cambridge Exam Timetable, 
please contact the school. 
 
Elmhurst College Immersion Programme 
 
Singapore International School is pleased to announce that we will 
be organising an Immersion Programme to Elmhurst College in  
Chicago, USA from July 8 to 4 August, 2017 for students from  
IGCSE 1, IGCSE 2, AS and A Level / GAC.  
 
Founded in 1871, Elmhurst College is situated on a beautiful campus 
about 30 minutes train ride from downtown Chicago. It currently has 
more than 3,300 students with 61 undergraduate majors, 16  
graduate programmes and 16 pre-professional programmes.  
Elmhurst College has been well documented by US News & World 
Report for being in the Top 10 Regional Mid-west Universities.  
 
During the Immersion Programme, SIS students will study one  
subject – Introduction to Macroeconomics, which is taught in the first 
year at Elmhurst College. Students will earn credit exemption from 
this subject towards their undergraduate programme in Elmhurst  
College and other Universities in America. Students will also  
participate in co-curricular activities with students and faculty of  
Elmhurst College.  

At Singapore International School we seek to  
nurtue students who are: 

 Academic Achievers 

 Confident Communicators 

 Critical Thinkers 

 Technologically literate students 

 Active and Responsible citizens 
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Elmhurst College is also offering Scholarships to students who  
participate in the Elmhurst College Scholarship Competition.  
Successful students will be awarded prizes of up to USD3500 if they 
enrol in the Elmhurst College Immersion Programme 2017 and an  
additional USD6000 per year renewable scholarship if they enrol for 
the undergraduate programme in Elmhurst College.  
 
If you would like to know more about this wonderful opportunity, please 
contact Ms. Nguyen Le Ngan, Programme Coordinator, at: (84-4) 3726 
4785 or email: ngan.nguyenle@pegasus.edu.vn .  
 
Cambridge University Recognition 
 
The Ministry of Education in Vietnam now recognises Cambridge A 
Level qualifications for entrance to Vietnam National University, Hanoi 
(VNU). This is excellent news for our local students that may wish to 
attend a local university in Hanoi after the completion of their high 
school programme from SIS. If parents would like to learn more about 
Cambridge qualifications recognition to universities around the world 
please follow the link http://recognition.cie.org.uk/ .  
 
Important Dates: 

 April 6 Hung Kings’ Anniversary 
 
Regards, 
Shane Blood 
Principal 
 
ASEAN Summit in Singapore  
 
Nine IGCSE students and I (Ms. Roetker) went on a six-day trip to  
Singapore this month. The students selected were Tran Khanh Vy, Le 
Nhat Linh Giang, Nguyen Hoanh Tung, Nguyen Xuan Hong Anh, and 
Nguyen Thi Tue Anh from IGCSE 1 and Nghiem Minh Quang, Kim 
Hoang Son, Yu Chan Young and Kim Sang Min from IGCSE 2. We 
had a great time exploring the city, eating the local food and shopping 
around for English books and other things we can’t get in Ha Noi, but 
we especially enjoyed seeing the marina by boat to observe all of the 
colors of Singapore at night. However, being tourists was the not the 
main purpose of our visit. 
 
We were guests at Hwa Chong’s ASEAN Model UN summit. There 
were schools from all over Southeast Asia representing countries they 
did not come from in the ASEAN summit. They were originally  
supposed to talk about issues related to the economy, drug trafficking, 
the environment etc. but a huge interruption to the summit happened 
when “ISIS” came in with guns (fake) and captured the president of the 
Philippines and the Secretary General of the ASEAN summit, who was 
a Hwa Chong boy. Actually, all of the terrorists and presidents were 
played by Hwa Chong boys and they were the ones who ran the entire 
summit and came up with the ISIS crisis idea themselves. From that 
moment on, the summit changed and the Southeast Asian countries 
along with China and America then had to work out the best way to get 
the hostages back safely. The countries debated and took turns 
speaking at the podium. Five of our students were representing  
Thailand with Tue Anh as the head of state while the other four were in 
the press representing the media from other countries.  
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The press had to make news videos throughout the week that were 
aired at the summit for all the candidates and report on the ASEAN 
summit.  
All in all, we had an amazing week and by the time we went to sleep 
each night, we were exhausted. It was a great opportunity for the  
students to meet new people, gain experiences and make new friends 
from other countries.  

2. Message from Deputy Principal 

Dear Parents, 
 
Through my experiences in education, I have 
found there is nothing that can deflate the  
enthusiasm for school more than bullying.  
Bullying is a common occurrence in all schools 
and all age levels, and has to be dealt with. 
Sometimes parents don’t realize that they can 
help prevent bullying as well with what they can 
do at home. As always, education is a three 
prong  
approach: school, student and parent. The following is the first in a two 
part series about bullying and some strategies to work on with your  
children for recognizing problems and helping your children with  
positive strategies. I hope that you find them useful. Stay tuned next 
month for the next instalment.  
 
Regards,  
Timothy Bryan Bikowski  
Deputy Principal 
 
What Parents Can Do?  PART 1 
 
Advice for Parents about How to Deal With Bullying 

 
A big, tough kid stops a smaller kid on his way to school and 
threatens to hurt him unless he hands over his homework. The 
popular girls at school won't let anyone sit at their lunch table  
except their friends. These two bullying scenarios and others  
happen more often than most adults realize. Seventy-four  
percent of eight to 11-year-olds say teasing and bullying happen at 
their school. But what exactly is bullying? Bullying is: 

 Fighting, threatening, name-calling, teasing, or excluding someone 
repeatedly and over time 

 An imbalance of power, such as size or popularity 

 Physical, social, and emotional harm 

 Hurting another person to get something  

Many parents don't think that bullying is as big a problem as 
bringing a weapon to school or drug use but its effects can be  
severe and long lasting. Every day, nearly 160,000 children miss 
school because they are scared of bullying, according to 
the National Education Association. Bullying doesn't only  
negatively affect its victims, but also the bullies themselves. 
 

Kids who are bullied are more likely to: 

 Do poorly in school 

 Have low self-esteem 
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 Be depressed 

 Turn to violent behaviour to protect themselves or get revenge on 
their bullies 

 

Kids who bully are more likely to 

 Do poorly in school 

 Smoke and drink alcohol 

 Commit crimes in the future 

 

Parents can play a central role to preventing bullying and stopping 

it when it happens. Here are a few things you can do. 

 Teach children to solve problems without using violence and 

praise them when they do. 

 Give children positive feedback when they behave well to help 

build their self-esteem. Help give them the self-confidence to stand 

up for what they believe in. 

 Ask your children about their day and listen to them talk about 

school, social events, their classmates, and any problems they 

have. 

 Take bullying seriously. Many kids are embarrassed to say they 

have been bullied. You may only have one chance to step in and 

help. 

 If you see any bullying, stop it right away, even if your child is the 

one doing the bullying. 

 Encourage your child to help others who need it. 

 Don't bully your children or bully others in front of them. Many 

times kids who are bullied at home react by bullying other kids. If 

your children see you hit, ridicule, or gossip about someone else, 

they are also more likely to do so themselves. 

 

When Your Child Is Bullied 
 

Many kids are embarrassed to be bullied and may not tell their  

parents or another adult right away. If your child comes to you and 

asks for help with a bully, take it seriously. Many times, if kids 

aren't taken seriously the first time they ask for help, they don't 

ask again.  Even if your child doesn't turn to you for help, you can 

watch for these warning signs that he or she is being bullied. Kids 

who are bullied often experience 

 Withdrawal 

 A loss of friends 

 A drop in grades 

 A loss of interest in activities he or she previously enjoyed 

 Torn clothing 

 Bruises 

 A need for extra money or supplies 
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Message from Head of Vietnamese 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
March is the month with lots of changes in 
weather: it’s cold, humid and drizzly, therefore it’s 
easy to get sick. SVIS Management would like to 
have active support and collaboration from parents 
in taking care of children’s health such as making 
sure that they have warm clothes and good food so 
that they are in good shape to study well and get 
high results. 
 
We would like to inform you of the Semester 2 Revision and Exam 
schedule for Vietnamese programme as follows: 
 

 Year 9: The Revision Outline was sent out to students on 17 

March. Kindly see the Semester 2 exam schedule on the cover 

of the Outline. 

 Year 6, 7, 8: The Revision Outline was sent out to students on 

31 March. Kindly see the Semester 2 exam schedule on the 

cover of the Outline. 

 The Revision Outline and Guideline will be sent out to Primary 

students in the middle of April. 

 
Students will study and revise the lessons at the same time. The exam 
will cover all the lessons that were taught, the rest will be delivered to 
students for the remainder of the school year. 
 
Parents please encourage your children to study harder and prepare 
well for the exams; reinforce their confidence and meticulousness when 
answering the exam questions; and remind them not to violate the 
exam rules and regulations to have good results. 
 
Together with teaching and studying, we also provide students virtues 
and life skills in education to help them improve their personality and 
build a safe educational environment. This is within the framework by 
Ministry of Education and Training and the close guidance of Hanoi  
Department of Education and Training, and Hoang Mai Office of  
Education and Training. Apart from that, Laws for Children 2016 was 
also made known to all teachers. 
 
We are glad to listen and share with you at: 
nghi.duongthanh@gamudagardens.sis.edu.vn 
 
Regards, 
Dương Thanh Nghị 
 
Message from Head of Studies (Primary) 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
As we pass the half way mark of term 3 we can 
clearly see our students working hard and  
developing excellent skills and knowledge in all 
areas of cognitive, social, physical and  
emotional growth.  
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Our teachers are doing a great job! And our students are reaping the 
benefits of good teaching by developing as effective learners and  
competent global citizens. 
 
Once term 3 finishes and the April holiday break is over, it will be head 
down and tails up to focus on the end of year exams. It makes the end 
of the school year seem very close. To help our students reach the  
finish line and do well in their exams, all parents can help by  
encouraging students to stop playing computer games and read more. 
The power of reading cannot be emphasized enough to make a  
difference in your child’s success at school. You are encouraged to buy 
books, read books and discuss books with your family. The time you 
spend investing in reading will prove increasingly valuable for you and 
your child. Set an example! Read! Love books! Know about books! 
Share books. Talk about books. Nothing you do is more important than 
the example you set as a parent. If you genuinely love to read, your 
passion for, and knowledge of reading will shine through and inspire 
your child. 
 
Thank you for so many parents who visit our school and spend time to 
drop in and communicate with teachers. It is important to keep the lines 
of communication open with families. Talking with parents is an  
important part of high quality international education. The opportunity 
for you to come and see teachers is an always open invitation. 
 
Thanks again for supporting our children and our school. 
 
Regards, 
Dr. Noel Geoghegan 
 
Message from Head of Studies (Secondary) 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
As we progress through Term 3 at school, it 
is important for students to keep in mind the 
words of Winston Churchill: “To improve is to 
change; to be perfect is to change often.” In 
other words, everyone has room to improve, 
and as we move through the school year  
students should be focused on making small 
improvements every day. 
 
These improvements can come in many forms. For instance, through 
doing extra reading for pleasure at home, a student can improve their 
reading comprehension and vocabulary and therefore do better in their 
language arts classes at school.  Another example could be a student 
deciding that they are going to focus more in class and therefore  
improve in their classroom behavior and overall results.   
 
There are many ways in which students can improve, and it is important 
that all students continuously set goals for themselves and remain  
focused on continuous improvement. The key is that we remain focused 
on improving a little every day. As motivational speaker Brian Tracy 
puts it: “Practice the art of continuous improvement. Get a little bit better 
every single day.”  
  
Regards, 
John Shoulders 
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Message from Head of Studies (High School) 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
This month we have been very busy preparing 
for the Cambridge IGCSE and AS/A Level  
exams. I am very proud of the preparations the 
students are making and hope their hard work 
pays off during their exams. Our GAC students 
have also completed Level 2 of their studies and 
are now in the final 12 weeks of their course. 
 
Exams can be a trying undertaking for students. I encourage any  
student experiencing stress of anxiety over their exams to speak with 
their classroom teachers who will be happy to provide advice and share 
study skills with our students. 
 
If you have any questions about specific subjects please email the  
subject teacher who will be able to assist you. 
 
I am also available at louise.ellis@gamudagardens.sis.edu.vn to  
address any general concerns you have. 
 
Regards, 
Louise Ellis  
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