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Principal News  
 

Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Welcome to Term 2! I hope you had a 
restful break and have come back to 
school ready to learn and prepare for  
Semester 1 examinations. During Term 2 
we will see the weather change and  
students will start to wear the Winter  
Uniform which includes:  

 
The Winter Uniform is currently in stock and available for students to 
purchase from the Uniform Shop.  
 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews were recently held on October 3 and 4. We 
had a great turnout of parents from our school meeting with their 
child’s teachers. Thank you very much for taking the time to meet with 
your child’s teachers to discuss ways to support students in the future.  
 
Mid-Autumn Festival 
 
Mid-Autumn Festival was held on October 2 and our students had 
some great fun with the ‘Rubbish to Runway Fashion Parade’ where 
each class had to design a wearable outfit using recycled materials 
around the theme of ’36 streets of Hanoi Old Quarter’. The creativity 
displayed and use of recycled materials was outstanding and overall 
very impressive. Our students also participated in some fun games 
such as ‘Tug-o-War’ followed by class parties with some special treats.  
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Term 1 Sports Carnival 
 
During the last week of Term 1, the school held our annual ‘Term 1 
Inter-house Sports Carnival’. This was our first sports carnival for the 
year where the ‘Red Dragons’, ‘Black Phoenix’ and ‘Golden Aakor’ 
competed in a range of sports throughout the week. Congratulations to 
the Black Phoenix who won with 410 points! The Black Phoenix also 
won the Term 1 Sports Carnival last year. Congratulations to the Black 
Phoenix students and teachers! In second place was the Golden  
Aakor on 400 points with the Red Dragons coming in 3rd on 385 points. 
A very big thanks to Mr. Labrue and all of the teachers that helped to 
make the Sports Carnival a success.  
 
U17 Football Round Robin 
 
On Friday, October 6 SIS hosted the first U17 football round robin for 
the year with St Paul’s American School, International School of  
Vietnam and Olympia School joining us. The SIS team performed very 
well winning all 3 games. Congratulations to all the players and the 
coach Mr Von Bardeleben for their superb effort. I would also like to 
thank Mr. Phillips for arranging the first very successful round robin. 
We look forward to seeing how well our team does in the away fixtures 
to commence later this year.  
 
Regards 
Shane Blood 
Principal 
 
Message from Deputy Principal 
 
Dear Students and Parents, 
 
Two common issues around the world  
today is the lack of fitness and growing 
levels of obesity among young people.  
Unfortunately, these issues affect Vietnam 
as well, with the Saigoneer Magazine  
recently reporting that over 50% of children 
in Saigon and 40% of children in Hanoi are 
classified as obese by the National  
Institute of Nutrition. In order to lead a  
balanced and healthy lifestyle, it is important that students not only 
work hard to do well in school, but that they also pay attention to their 
diets and get enough exercise. One way parents can help is to make 
sure students eat a balanced diet including fruits and vegetables and 
avoid eating too many fried food and sugary snacks and drinks.  
Another key is to provide opportunities and encourage students to  
exercise in order to learn the proper habits for lifelong fitness. 
 
At school, we not only try to encourage students to improve their  
fitness through our HPE program, which has placed an emphasis on 
improving the cardiovascular fitness of students this year, but also 
through after school sports clubs. As I have written about in the  
previous newsletters, our sports and afterschool activities programs at 
school have continuously grown this year with more and more  
students joining established clubs like football Gaelic football as well 
as more activities for students to choose from including volleyball and 
middle school basketball, which are both new in Term 2.   
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These clubs not only give students a chance to meet new people, learn 
new skills and improve their college applications, but they are a great 
opportunity for students to improve their fitness. With of this in mind, our 
clubs program and our passionate group of teachers and coaches are 
hoping to see even more students join our sports program and improve 
their fitness in Term 2. 
 
Regards, 

John Shouders 

 
Message from Guidance Officer 

 
Dear Parents and Students,  
 
As of 2017 there are over 26 000 universities 
worldwide, with all these different choices 
there are many things to consider when  
deciding on what university is best for your 
child. Ultimately this decision will influenced 
by many factors in their lives. When deciding 
on a university it’s important to look at things 
like; the location of the university, the cost of 
tuition, what type of academic field the  
university specializes in, undergraduate and postgraduate course  
selection, student housing, minimum requirements for application and 
so on. Helping your child to choose a university can be a daunting task 
but it can also be a rewarding activity when approached correctly. 
 
Later in November I will be holding a coffee with the counsellor and we 
will take a closer look at the different things to consider when choosing 
a university.  
 
Regards, 

Michael Ogden 

 
Message from Head of Vietnamese Studies 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 

We have just passed the first quarter of the 2017
-2018 school year with lots of endeavours from 
teachers and students marked by the success of 
many big events in Term 1 such as SVIS  
Commencement Ceremony, monthly topics, 
Moon Festival, Sports Carnival and I am really 
impressed to see teachers and students are  
actively and passionately engaging in all  
educational activities. 
 

It has been 1 week into Term 2 and this is an 
important Term as we have to continue with teaching and at the same 
time revising for the Semester 1 exams scheduled November and  
December. 
 

We hope to have your attention and support in helping your children 

revise the lessons, check their homework, remind them to stop playing 

games and sleep on time to stay fit for their exams. The SA1 exam 

schedule is as follow: 
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 Primary: from 04 to 12 December 2017. 
 Secondary: from 27 November to 08 December 2017. 

 
Kindly arrange your family holiday trip after your kids’ exams. 
 

I am happy to listen to and share with you at 
nghi.duongthanh@gamudagardens.sis.edu.vn 
 

Regards, 

Duong Thanh Nghi 

 
Message from Head of Studies (Primary) 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
When we came back to school after first term 
break, we heard many interesting stories 
about the adventures and ways children 
spent their time during the holidays. SIS  
students are very fortunate to be able to 
travel and experience our wonderful world in 
so many different ways. Mark Twain said: 
“Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and  
narrow-mindedness, and many of our people 
need it sorely on these accounts. Broad, 
wholesome, charitable views of men and things cannot be acquired by 
vegetating in one little corner of the earth all one's lifetime.” Are you 
planning a Christmas holiday yet? 
 
Now that term 2 is under way, we already are looking towards  
Semester 1 (SA1) Singapore exams. SA1 exams begin straight after 
the Christmas holiday break in the first week of January 2018 so now is 
a good time to start planning revision preparations at home. As SA1 
exams will assess all the work from Term 1 and Term 2, revision at 
home should be organized as weekend activities especially as we get 
closer to December. Please refer to the document, “Singapore  
Curriculum: Table of Specifications” that was sent home earlier this 
year for the SA1 exam schedule. If you need more information, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me or your class teacher. 
 
The Primary School Sports Carnival was also held at the end of term 1 
and was a fun time for students to demonstrate newly developed  
athletic and sporting skills while trying to earn points for their House 
Team. Children happily displayed lots of energy, sportsmanship and 
team spirit while participating in a variety of sporting challenges. Many 
thanks go to Ms Jasmine, Mr Labrue and Mr Kane for facilitating the 
Carnival. Our next big sporting event will be the Cross Country Run 
which is always a great day out in Yen So Park. 
 
Good luck to everyone for a productive and engaging Term 2 ahead. 
 
Regards, 
Dr. Noel 
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Message from Head of Studies (Secondary) 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
We are back at school for Term 2 after a  
refreshing break that enabled both teachers 
and students to reflect on what was a  
successful Term 1 at SIS Gamuda.  
 
As we look forward to this term, students 
should be in the correct frame of mind and 
fully integrated into their new year levels. We 
have an 8 week stint, followed by the 2 week 
Christmas and New Year holiday and then 
once we get back, Semester 1 exams will 
take place from 2nd – 10th January.  
 
It is vital that students stay focused in class during this important time to 
ensure the best chance of success. Homework should be done on time 
and classwork should be completed diligently.  
 
Extra-curricular clubs will once again be up and running in the second 
week of term and I am looking forward to seeing even more students 
taking part in the various activities that we offer. 
 
Kind Regards 

Mr Stokes 
 
Message from Head of Studies (High School)  
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Welcome to term 2! This is a crucial term to 
your child's education as we have semester 
1 exams at the end of this term. I would like 
to acknowledge all of the hard work I have 
seen around campus from both students and 
teachers alike in term one. 
 
There are many creative projects being  
displayed around the school and a lot of 
positive feedback from parent-teacher conferences. I encourage  
students to continue to work hard to get the results they want come 
January. 
 
It is also a very busy term due to holidays and I am sure many of you 
will travel internationally or locally to visit relatives. We are celebrating 
Halloween this month at school with a door decorating contest. Classes 
will compete for the scariest door, and it is always fun to admire their 
creativity and skill. Good luck to all of our classes.  
 
Regards, 
Erin Roetker 
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